
mistakes  

make 

  
yearbooks  

& how to avoid them 



This session is the result  
of a TWEET  

(actually lots of Tweets) 



EVERYONE 
MAKES 

MISTAKES 
But the best books learn 

from their mistakes 



Not Enough 

READER AIDS 
 

#1 



HELP YOUR READER NAVIGATE 

Smoky Hill High School - 2012 



HELP YOUR READER NAVIGATE 

Smoky Hill High School - 2012 



HELP YOUR READER NAVIGATE 

Smoky Hill High School - 2012 



HELP YOUR READER NAVIGATE 

Smoky Hill High School - 2012 



HELP YOUR READER NAVIGATE 

Smoky Hill High School - 2012 



HELP YOUR READER NAVIGATE 

Smoky Hill High School - 2012 



HELP YOUR READER NAVIGATE 

McLean High School - 2013 



HELP YOUR READER NAVIGATE 

McLean High School - 2013 



Not Sweating the 

SMALL STUFF 
 

#2 



Not SWEATING 
THE SMALL STUFF #2 



z SWEAT THE SMALL STUFF 
(because it’s a big deal to someone) 



z SWEAT THE SMALL STUFF 
(because it’s a big deal to someone) 



SWEAT THE SMALL STUFF 



Accepting & printing 

DUMB 
QUOTES 

#3 



Accepting and printing 
DUMB QUOTES #3 



Design that looks cool, 

BUT DOESN’T 
HELP TELL 
STORIES 

#4 



Design that just 
LOOKS COOL #4 

Magspreads.net 



DESIGN SERVES THE READER 

Enoch High School 

Unify 
Separate 
Emphasize 
Direct 



DESIGN SERVES THE READER 

Enoch High School 



DESIGN SERVES THE READER 

Enoch High School 



Instead of telling stories, 

WRITING 
COPY 

#5 



Instead of telling stories, 
WRITING COPY #5  

   
  Being an athletic trainer is hard work. This year the athletic 
trainers at McLean High School were Ms. Summer Johnson 
and Mr. Bill Allen and the student trainers were senior Ben 
Smith and junior Lily Fujiyama. Ms. Johnson won the trainer of 
the year award for the Liberty District. "Our team is like a 
family, and Ms. Johnson and Mr. Allen are our parents," boys 
varsity basketball player Tim Brooklyn said. 
  Many people visited the athletic trainers to get their ankles 
taped, get ice to treat injuries or a variety of other ailments. 
  "It's a lot of hard work being an athletic trainer, but it's also 
very rewarding," Smith said. 



Think about what makes a story 
“GO VIRAL” 

Coranodo High School - Texas 

A GOOD STORY HAS 
 Proximity 
 Prominence 
 Consequence 
 Oddity 
 Conflict  
 Emotion 

TELL STORIES 



After theme pages, the 

THEME DIES 

#6 



THEME INFLUNCES ALL DECISIONS 



BAD PHOTOS 
Bad cropping,  

prison mugs, etc. 

#7 



AMAZING PHOTOS 

2012 NSPA Photo of the Year – News – 1st Place 
Grace Finley,  Bryant HS, Bryant, Ark. 

 



AMAZING PHOTOS 



AMAZING PHOTOS 



AMAZING PHOTOS 



Your rationale is: 

“WE’VE ALWAYS 
DONE IT THIS 

WAY” 
 

#8 



GIVE YOUR 
READERS A 
REASON TO 
BUY 4 
YEARBOOKS 
(freshman, sophomore, junior 
& senior year) 

Evaluate the last 
three year’s books 
Covers 
Coverage 
Theme 
Design 

 
Create a 
“backwards” ladder 



NOT PLAYING 
TO YOUR 

STRENGHTS 
(& acknowledging your weaknesses) 

 

#9 



PLAY TO YOUR STRENGTHS 



PLAY TO YOUR STRENGTHS 



PLAY 
TO YOUR 
STRENGTHS 

McLean High School  
2012 & 2013 

2012 

2013 



PLAY TO YOUR STRENGTHS 

Shawnee Mission NW HS - 2012 



PLAY TO YOUR STRENGTHS 

Shawnee Mission NW HS - 2012 



PLAY TO YOUR STRENGTHS 

Redondo Union HS - 2012 



PLAY TO YOUR STRENGTHS 

Redondo Union HS - 2012 



FORGETTING 
YOUR 

AUDIENCE 

#10 



KNOW 
YOUR 
AUDIENCE 



THANK YOU! 

CSPA Spring Convention 2013 

Erinn Harris – TJHSST – eharris1@fcps.edu 
Meghan Percival - McLean High School - mjpercival@fcps.edu 
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