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What is a theme?
• A theme is the unifying element of your 

yearbook. 

• A theme is both verbal and visual. 

• A theme creates coverage options for your 
content. 

• All decisions in your book should be driven by 
your theme.



We believe: 
Finding your 

theme is the most 
important decision 
you make all year.



Where is theme?



There is a difference between 
a theme and a tagline ...
• A theme is the general idea you want to get 

across 

• A tagline is a catchy phrase for the cover 

• A tagline drives secondary coverage 
opportunities 

• A tagline gives direction to extended coverage 
(interruptors, jump coverage, multi-spread 
magazines)



We believe: Doing 
the work now will 

ensure you still 
love your theme 

this time next year.



So how do we get 
there?

• Know your school 

• How would you describe your school to an outsider? 

• If an outsider walked into your school, what would they 
see? 

• What adjectives would you use to describe your 
school? 

• What's new at your school next year? What's different?



So how do we get 
there?
• You know your school.  Now what? 

• Determine what story needs to be told THIS year



So how do we get 
there?
• Why is that story important? 

• Is it universal? 

• Can everyone relate to the story?



We believe: You 
must develop 

the verbal 
before the 

visual.



Some recent taglines we 
LOVE ...



Think about a longer 
tagline.

Longer taglines open doors for coverage. 

What are our options with a one word theme like 
"Next"? 



Next


Next time 
Next door 

Better luck next time 
Next to nothing 
Next question 

Next of kin 
From one moment to the next 

In next to no time 
Girl next door 
Boy next door 






Think about a longer 
tagline.

Longer taglines open doors for coverage. 

You can do more with "You May Not See It But, Yeah, 
This is Happening." 


 Yeah

We're winning 

We study on our off periods 
We like to run in the rain 

We're applying to college 
Sometimes English can be fun 

Happening

Science bowl 
Experiments 
Relationships 

Jobs 





See

Did you see who took the 

crown? 
You may not have seen our 

new teachers 
You may not know about DECA 








Here's what that looks like:



So how do we get there?

• Zinio 

• Ads of the World 

• Television 

• Magazines



Start brainstorming.
Take your theme and tinker with the words.

off putting 
off center 
sound off 
off the cuff 
cut off 
off and running 
take off 
off the wall 
walk it off 

What is ALWAYS on?

innovation 
computers 

yearly events 
cell phones 
your brain 
deadlines 

What is slightly off?

schedules 

some of the people 
I-Nite 

expectation vs. reality 
renovation  



You can go abstract, too.

Always On.  Slightly Off. 

Interrupters

Renovation 

Senior vs. Junior Rivalry 
Schedules 
Innovation 

Fashion 
On Stroke 
Deadlines 
Only at TJ 

Science Fair 
Stress 

We Came for the Sports



Still got pages?
• Let's make a list. 

• What's your verbal tag? 

• What words can you play off of? 

• What phrases come from those words? (Idiom 
dictionaries are your friends.) 

• What are some story ideas that come from your 
verbal?



We believe: All 
decisions, both 

verbal and 
visual, should be 
driven by theme.



But what about the method?

• Umbrella 

• Chronological 

• Traditional



Sometimes, theme dictates 
coverage plan ...



Sometimes, theme dictates 
coverage plan ...



We believe: There 
are no new ideas, 

but there are 
infinite ways to 

make ideas your 
own.



So how do we get 
there?
• You know your story.  What's your voice?  Is it 

bold?  Sassy?  Sentimental?  Serious?
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