
ACADEMICS PHOTOS 
THAT WOW 



“Nothing this cool ever 
happens at my school.” 

 

 



“Nothing ever happens at my school.” 
 

1) Nothing ever happens on campus when you do butt journalism. 
 

2) Nothing ever happens on campus when you're not interested in it 
because it doesn't affect you. 

 
3) Nothing ever happens on campus because you didn't have a 

camera with you to capture it not happening. 
 

4) Nothing ever happens on campus because nobody outside the 
yearbook staff went out of their way to tell us it did. 

 
 

  



 

   
 

How can we  
find the “cool”? 
 
 

1) Talk to your classmates and “deputize” 
them. If students are taking 
photos for you, and you 
publish them, you just sold 
another book or two. 
 
2) Talk to the teachers and tell them you want 
to cover what they are doing. Use 
Google forms to collect the 
information. 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 



WHAT MAKES THIS A GREAT PHOTO? 



5 RULES  
Interest  
Emotion 

Rule of Thirds 
Framing 

Perspective  

Pictures are better when you follow these 5 rules: 



INTEREST 
Some days are better than others for 

capturing a great photo… 
 



Interest 



Interest 



Interest 



Interest 



Interest 



ACTION 
Photographs need to tell a story 

 



Action 



ACTION 



Action 



EMOTION 
The most interesting photos are those 

that capture people reacting  
– look for this. 

 



Emotion 

2011 NSPA Photo of the Year 
Feature Picture- Honorable Mention 

 Casey Simmons / El Paisano, Westlake HS, Austin, Texas 



Emotion 



Emotion 



Emotion 



Emotion 



Limit the 
number of 

desk shots. 
And if you use 

a desk shot, 
make it a 

good one! 

Emotion 



RULE OF 
THIRDS 

Remember the tic-tac-toe board –  
the center of interest should be where 

the lines intersect. 
 



Rule of Thirds 



Rule of Thirds 



FRAMING 
Draw the eye to the center of interest 

 



FRAMING 



FRAMING 

2012 NSPA Photo of the Year - News Photo - Honorable Mention 
Carina Lofgren,  Wayzata HS, Plymouth, Minn. 

 



FRAMING 



FRAMING 



FRAMING 



FRAMING 



FRAMING 



FRAMING 



PERSPECTIVE 
SHOOT YOUR PREPOSITIONS: 

 Above 
Across 
Against 
Beneath 
Beside 

 
 

Between 
Down 

In 
Out 

Through 
 

Toward 
Under 

Up 
Within 

 



PERSPECTIVE 
“No head-on collisions” 



PERSPECTIVE 



PERSPECTIVE 



PERSPECTIVE 



PERSPECTIVE 



PERSPECTIVE 



PERSPECTIVE 



PERSPECTIVE 



PERSPECTIVE 



PERSPECTIVE 



5 THINGS 
TO TRY  



GET CLOSE 
Remember you have two zooms… 

 



GET CLOSE 



GET CLOSE 



GET CLOSE 



PAY ATTENTION TO 
BACKGROUNDS 

Generally speaking, “clean” backgrounds 
look best. If necessary, change your position. 



BACKGROUND 



BACKGROUNDS 



BACKGROUNDS 



GO VERTICAL 
Orient your camera vertically for a 

different look … 
 



GO  
VERTICAL 



GO  
VERTICAL 



GO VERTICAL 



GO VERTICAL 



GET OUT OF THE 
CLASSROOM 

Classes that meet off campus, go on 
field trips or just outside are great 

opportunities for pictures 
 



GET OUT OF THE CLASSROOM 



GET OUT OF THE CLASSROOM 



GET OUT OF THE CLASSROOM 



GET OUT OF THE CLASSROOM 



GET OUT OF THE CLASSROOM 



GET OUT OF THE CLASSROOM 



PRACTICE, 
PRACTICE, 
PRACTICE 
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