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WHEN IT COMES TO 
COVERING SPORTS, 
THERE ARE THREE 

TYPES OF INTERVIEWS.



BEGINNING JOURNALISTS 
EXPECT THE "TIM DUNCAN."



HERE'S THE 
REALITY.



YOU'RE EITHER GOING TO 
GET THE NUKE LALOOSH...



YOU'RE EITHER GOING TO 
GET THE NUKE LALOOSH...



...OR WORSE.

THE MARSHAWN LYNCH.



SO HOW DO YOU GO FROM THIS:

TO THIS?



FIRST: let's talk about interviews
KNOW YOUR SPORT. 



FIRST: let's talk about interviews
MAKE SURE YOU'RE TALKING 
TO THE RIGHT PERSON



FIRST: let's talk about interviews
BE PREPARED WITH GREAT, 
SPECIFIC QUESTIONS. 

What do you like about football? 

Tell me what it felt like when you 
scored in the last ten seconds. 



FIRST: let's talk about interviews
BE PREPARED WITH GREAT, 
SPECIFIC QUESTIONS. 

Why did you start playing soccer? 

What is driving you and the team 
this season? 



FIRST: let's talk about interviews
BE PREPARED WITH GREAT, 
SPECIFIC QUESTIONS. 

How did you feel about the 
wrestling game on Thursday? 

GET YOUR TERMS RIGHT. 



FIRST: let's talk about interviews
BE PREPARED WITH 
FOLLOW-UP QUESTIONS 

What is driving you and the team 
this season? 



FIRST: let's talk about interviews
BE SURE OF THE STORY YOU 
WANT TO TELL 

How is coverage method driving 
content?  

How can you use this to your 
advantage? 



FIRST: let's talk about interviews
BE READY TO FOLLOW THE STORY 
WHERE THE INTERVIEW GOES 



SECOND: let's talk about photos
DIFFERENT PHOTOS FOR 
DIFFERENT PUBLICATIONS



SECOND: let's talk about photos

• Follow the action 
• Be where the faces are, 

not the backsides

KNOW YOUR SPORT. 



SECOND: let's talk about photos

• Know the key players 
before you go

MAKE SURE YOU'RE PHOTOGRAPHING 
THE RIGHT PERSON



SECOND: let's talk about photos

• Know the key players 
before you go 

• Remember your 
reaction shots

MAKE SURE YOU'RE PHOTOGRAPHING 
THE RIGHT PERSON



SECOND: let's talk about photos

• Before, during, after
BE THERE. BE THINKING. BE PRESENT.



SECOND: let's talk about photos

• Before, during, after 
• Wide, mid, close

BE THERE. BE THINKING. BE PRESENT.



SECOND: let's talk about photos

• Before, during, after 
• Wide, mid, close 
• One, two, group

BE THERE. BE THINKING. BE PRESENT.



YOU KNOW YOUR STUFF. 
YOU'VE GOT THE 

PHOTOS. 
YOU'VE GOT GREAT 

QUESTIONS.

BUT YOU STILL HAVE...



MARSHAWN LYNCH.



THIRD: other story-telling 
options



THIRD: other story-telling 
options
INFOGRAPHICS



THIRD: other story-telling 
options
INFOGRAPHICS



• how-to 

THIRD: other story-telling 
options
INFOGRAPHICS



THIRD: other story-telling 
options
INFOGRAPHICS



THIRD: other story-telling 
options
INFOGRAPHICS



THIRD: other story-telling 
options
STATS



THIRD: other story-telling 
options
RECAP



THIRD: other story-telling 
options
WHAT-TO-KNOW



IF NOTHING ELSE 
WORKS, 

TRY SKITTLES.



YOU DON'T FEEL IN 
BEAST MODE.  
IT FEELS YOU.

IF YOU TAKE NOTHING ELSE 
FROM THIS PRESENTATION, 
JUST KNOW THIS...
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YEAH.
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